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             Special Edition BDAT Briefing – November 2020 

Hello colleagues and friends of BDAT! 

This month we start our newsletter with a special thank you from Tessa Mason, the Chair of BDAT to 

all our staff, students and families.  

As COVID 19 continues to have a far reaching impact across our society – dictating how we do our work, what we 

do in our spare time and how we spend time with our families and loved ones – it now feels an appropriate 

moment to pass on my thanks and recognition from the BDAT Board for all you continue to do. 

The ‘ask’ of dedicated school staff – from teachers to teaching assistants, catering staff, lunchtime supervisors, 

caretakers, cleaners to school and Trust office staff – has been a big one since March. Your role in supporting the 

ongoing education and wellbeing of our students and communities has meant a spotlight has shone on our 

profession like never before. Teachers and school staff have dazzled and inspired whilst providing a sense of 

ongoing reliability and reassurance for our families as the world around us continues to spin on an uncertain axis. 

Thank you colleagues - you rose to the challenge in an admirable and impressive way. One which will long remain 

in the memories of the families and children we serve. One which will have no doubt influenced many generations 

of future pupils to consider a career in education. 

This Autumn and Winter look like they will continue to be tough. As we 

enter into a second national lockdown, it can feel like this pandemic will 

never go away. Your continued resilience and courage will continue to be 

tested. However together we will get through this stronger and together we 

will look back on this, hopefully when we can meet again face-to-face, and 

be amazed collectively of the extent of what we have achieved.  

With very best wishes 

Tessa Mason, Chair of BDAT  

A thank you from Morrisons: 10% discount to all school staff until January 
 
Morrisons Supermarket is offering a 10 per cent discount to all teachers and school staff on their grocery shop. 
Primary, secondary, private and special educational school teachers can all claim the discount, as well as all staff 
working to support the running of school operations and offices. Remember, you do need to show photo ID 
when you are in store:  
https://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/18833792.morrisons-10-per-cent-discount-school-staff-
teachers/   
 
Also this scheme continues to be run alongside the supermarkets relatively newly announced food donation 
scheme where you can purchase pre-made donation “pick up packs” and pay for them at the end of your shop. 
So if you don’t want the extra savings yourself, you can pick up some food donations in store and put them in the 
box for your local food bank while you do your regular shop: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-
8886137/Morrisons-introduces-pre-packed-food-bags-customers-hoping-make-donation-food-banks.html  

 
Thank you Morrisons for this kind gesture.  
 
 

https://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/18833792.morrisons-10-per-cent-discount-school-staff-teachers/
https://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/18833792.morrisons-10-per-cent-discount-school-staff-teachers/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-8886137/Morrisons-introduces-pre-packed-food-bags-customers-hoping-make-donation-food-banks.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-8886137/Morrisons-introduces-pre-packed-food-bags-customers-hoping-make-donation-food-banks.html
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Trust News – some snippets on how the BDAT family continue to make a difference 

Following on from our special edition newsletter in May, this November we focus again on sharing some of the 

fantastic stories from some of our academies including snippets about how staff have gone over and beyond to 

support our children and students. Thanks for sharing your pictures and stories … in no particular order… enjoy.  

BDAT schools spend time celebrating Black History 

Month  

Top of the agenda across many BDAT schools in 

October was taking time to explore and celebrate 

racial diversity across our society.  

At Oxenhope pupils across school have been learning 

about Black History Month at age appropriate levels. 

Year 5 have been creating some art work based on the 

work of Rosa Parks, for example (left), while Year 6 

have been thinking about the experiences faced by 

black people over the centuries using the learning 

from “The Undefeated” by Kwame Alexander.  

Meanwhile at Immanuel College students have dedicated some of their 

form times to discuss why we need to look back at our shared history 

to inform our future, being open and honest about what more can be 

done. Students have also been discussing who the Black History month 

icons are and their contribution to shaping our society. Students in 

history have had the chance to select who they would like to learn more 

about including lesser known figures such as Marsha P Johnson, a 

LGBT+ activist. Some students have created amazing acrostic poems 

based on the famous speech by Martin Luther King. 

 

 

Meanwhile over at St Johns, students have been working 

with Danny Gough at Class Dynamix (Britain’s Got Talent 

2020 semi-finalist) to bring together bite sized messages 

of positivity and wisdom to inspire your class at the start 

of each week. A particular favourite and well worth a 

watch is the a sing-along track and resources for other 

schools to use for free which they have released as part of 

our #Giving season for #Harvest2020:  

 

St Johns Harvest Song 2020 

https://twitter.com/classdynamix/status/1312829970809487364?s=20
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East Morton and Cullingworth celebrate 

the power of Hello Yellow Day  

With a real pop of colour students from 

East Morton (top left) and Cullingworth 

(bottom left) dressed up in yellow to 

raise some money for Young Mind charity 

which support children with their mental 

health. #Cullingworth raised over £256 

on the last day of term – thanks in part 

perhaps to two surprise visitors who 

dropped into school! 

Students at St Philips Primary were given 

a real treat when a spitfire flew not once, 

but twice over school to say thank you to 

our NHS staff specifically flying over Bradford Royal Infirmary.  It was a wonderfully sunny day so the whole school 

managed to find a socially distanced spot to 

watch the fly-over and wave at the pilot. It 

seemed like he must have seen them because he 

flew back over our the school site a second time - 

the children were really excited as it was the first 

non-virtual event that they have been able to 

safely do as a whole school in such a long time. 

Meanwhile over at Bradford Forster Aacdemy 

students have kept up the Trust commitment to 

making some of our own PPE this term.  

Following in the footsteps of the visors made over at 

Buttershaw in the summer, BFA students have designed 

some quacking masks in their textile lessons  which 

should make you “Bee Happy” ☺ 

BFA Face Masks  

 

https://twitter.com/BradfordForster/status/1319019830683570177?s=20
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Schools switch to remote learning, virtual open evenings, and online careers advice with plenty of positive 

feedback. 

Clayton St John set a high standard with their lock down lessons for reception when one of the year groups were 

unable to come to school for two weeks, staff quickly took extra steps to promote learning from home. 

Determined not to let the partial closure affect our children's progress, our teachers uploaded video recordings of 

daily phonics and maths lessons. The videos had a hugely positive response from our parents and children who 

have really enjoyed watching the videos. They have ensured our Reception children have been able to access 

quality learning while at home, and they have also 

given our parents good examples of how we teach 

phonics and maths in the early years. We are now 

using the videos for modelling good practice to our 

support staff and NQT's.   

https://clayton-st-john-

bradford.primarysite.media/playlist/reception-

october-2020-lockdown-lessons 

Meanwhile Buttershaw Business and Enterprise 

College and Belle Vue Girls launched their first virtual 

open evening for year 6 parents and students with 

great feedback. After listening to Head of School, Ruth 

Hartley’s introduction to BBEC, the school’s vision and 

what sets the school apart why wouldn’t you want to 

attend BBEC? You can also hear from Year 7 students 

about their start this September and watch some of the 

brilliant performing arts students. 

Belle Vue Girls also launched a very professional 

remote open evening video, featuring interviews with 

the girls about their experiences in school and the 

support and opportunities they get.  

BBEC Virtual Open Evening 

BVG Virtual Open Evening  

Belle Vue also took to twitter to launch their brand new 

careers twitter page: @BVGACareers. The new website 

features a career of  the week and in recognition of the 

important role of our NHS featured the role of the 

paramedic for week 1  with the strapline “If you want 

to make a real difference, this could be the profession 

for you”. Well said Belle Vue!  

 

 

https://clayton-st-john-bradford.primarysite.media/playlist/reception-october-2020-lockdown-lessons
https://clayton-st-john-bradford.primarysite.media/playlist/reception-october-2020-lockdown-lessons
https://clayton-st-john-bradford.primarysite.media/playlist/reception-october-2020-lockdown-lessons
https://twitter.com/BBEC1/status/1317151539065225218?s=20
https://twitter.com/BVGAcademy/status/1316426470512877572
https://twitter.com/BvgaCareers/status/1319212824569274368
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Academy at St James wins the West Yorkshire Sports Premium Award – check out these happy faces!  

The Academy St James twitter news feed is always filled with lots of happy faces and exciting activities - ‘hot 

chocolate’ Monday appears particularly popular. There have been many highlights this term including gaining a 

Geography Bronze Award, amazing work on the whole schoolbook “The Island” by Mark Janssen and poetry with 

Conrad Burdekin. The highlight however has to be winning the West Yorkshire Sports Premium Award for physical 

activity! School is really proud of this achievement and through their JUMP programme have purchased bikes, 

scooters and some loose part play equipment to ensure all the children stay physically active.  Well done!  

Meanwhile there was more well-deserved recognition for one of the pupils at 

Wycliffe primary 

Ruby Kaur-Nagra from year 5 was awarded the prestigious Blue Peter badge for 

composing a heartfelt Black Lives Matter poem which she read out to Ash Class. 

(left) 

Wycliffe's Year 3 children also had great fun last half term looking at a hillfort in 
Wiltshire and what hillforts were used for previously in history. They discovered 
hillforts were built on hilltops and surrounded by huge mounds of soil and 
ditches. They then re-created the Stonehenge and their very own hillforts using 
biscuits. Sounds like a good idea to indulge in a biscuit or three!  
 
 
 

Quick reminder for staff: the BDAT Staff Survey is still open until 13th November.  

Don’t forget to have your say.  

We would like to get your views on how the last half term felt for you and how you feel your school and 

the Trust have managed the pandemic. Please can you take the time to fill in this very short survey to 

help inform our planning and support going forward: BDAT Staff Survey Autumn 2020  

  

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3yzEUiVIzU61aSI75cY4VX5GaPw6k-BIuhEAkbNtn2FUNEFVQ0JCTVFHTlhCRFhSMVI4SEU4Q1hZTS4u
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Over at Woodlands primary, school held a family pumpkin competition on the 
last day of term with the evidence proudly on display outside the front of 
school.  Betsy was our pumpkin winner with her pumpkin of a Trick or Treat 
pumpkin house. (right) 
Woodlands also had lots to celebrate with so many certificates and awards from 
all the classes this half term. From Seb's golden learner in Y2, Star awards, Good 
to be Green” behaviour awards and the Headteacher’s awards. Staff and pupils 
are really proud of how the children have achieved so much and settled so well 
returning to school since September. 
  
Last but not least Westminster primary school colleagues have been busy on the 
home delivery front. The dedicated year 5 team went out into the community 
delivering a copy of Room 13 by Robert Swindells to all 90 children in the year 
group to make sure everyone had a good book to read at home. The children 
were so delighted to see the teachers and highly amused with how soggy they 
were on this particular rainy day.   Whilst all this was taking place other staff were 
busy making up hampers for families and delivering them. The minibus was also 
transformed into a Reading Book delivery service.  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Please keep sharing your stories and thank you for all you are 

doing. Keep up with the latest news and share your stories 

#wearebdat 

Finally a huge congratulations to our very own Trustee, Ruby Bhatti.  

Ruby (left), who has dedicated more than half her life to her home city has been 

awarded an honorary doctorate by the University of Bradford. Ruby Bhatti, 50, 

has more than 27 years' experience in the legal field and over 25 years’ 

experience of various non-executive directorships in the housing, education, 

youth and health sectors. Well Done Ruby! 

https://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/18844167.rubi-bhatti-awarded-

honorary-doctorate-university-bradford/   

 

 

https://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/sport/sportbcfc/
https://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/18844167.rubi-bhatti-awarded-honorary-doctorate-university-bradford/
https://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/18844167.rubi-bhatti-awarded-honorary-doctorate-university-bradford/

